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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Policy

Organisation: Safeguard Force
Approved by: Board of Directors
Date Approved:  28/08/2025
Review Date: 31/07/2026
1. Purpose
The purpose of this PPE policy is to ensure all volunteers are equipped with the appropriate protective and communication equipment to carry out their duties safely and effectively during community patrols.
2. Scope
This policy applies to all volunteers and staff involved in patrols, events, or public engagement activities conducted by Safeguard Fore.
3. PPE Provided
- **High Visibility Vests:** Must be worn during all patrols to ensure visibility and signal community presence.
- **Radios:** Issued for communication between patrol members and team leaders, especially in areas with low mobile signal.
- **Stab Vests:** Provided for personal protection where risk assessments determine a higher likelihood of physical threat.
- **Body Cameras:** Used to document incidents objectively, deter abuse, and support accountability. Use must comply with data protection laws.
4. Usage Requirements
- Volunteers must wear and operate all issued PPE as instructed during training.
- PPE must be checked before each patrol and reported immediately if damaged or malfunctioning.
- Body cameras must only be activated during patrols or incidents. Users must inform individuals when recording begins where possible.
5. Maintenance and Storage
- PPE must be returned after each shift or stored securely by the volunteer.
- Team leaders will regularly inspect PPE and replace defective equipment.
- Volunteers must not alter or lend PPE to others without permission.
6. Data Protection (Body Cameras)
- Bodycam footage will be stored securely and retained only as long as necessary.
- Access to footage is restricted to authorised personnel and may be shared with police if required.
- Volunteers must follow GDPR-compliant guidance provided during training.
7. Training
- All volunteers will receive initial and refresher training on proper PPE use, data protection, and health & safety procedures.
- Use of body cameras and stab vests requires specific instruction.
8. Non-Compliance
- Repeated failure to follow PPE guidelines may result in removal from patrol duties or disciplinary action.
- Volunteers must report concerns about PPE or safety without fear of reprisal.
9. Review and Oversight
This policy will be reviewed annually or following any incident or equipment change. All volunteers are encouraged to provide feedback.
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